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nd 4 Ben rid unto Ks Father, 500 phi: Fo | 
ene Bleſſing 1 Bleſs me, even me alſo,, O my 
N 1 Veg Eſau . wh bis voice and a e 
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IS AU has generally been ſet forth both 
L by Jews and Chriſtians, as a profane 
3 ungodly. man, and reprobated by God, and as 
an object of our contempt and abhorrence. 
But I can find no real ground in Scripture 
for ſuch a mark of reproach. . And I ſhall at 
preſent endeavour to reſcue his character from 
the obloquy, that has been thrown upon it, 
and to repreſent. it in a truer light. It may 
ſeem extraordinary, that an Apologiſt for Eſau 
ſhould ſtart up at this age of the world, after 
a courſe of more than three thouſand ſix 
hundred years. But it is never too late to 
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eſtablich wrath; and e and preju- 
- 'dices; eſpecially when ſuch detection may 
ſerve the intereſts of Religion and Morality. 
That the Jews ſhould: be . prejudiced againſt 
Eſau and his Deſcendants, is no wonder, 


Their Father Jacob had obtained the birth- 


right, all the rights of primogeniture, and 
che bleſſing, in preference of Eſau the elder 


brother, by ways not the moſt honorable or 


£ juſtifiable, And as à man that has done an 
injury to another, is always jealous of the 


injured party, and thinks him a ſecret enemy; 


ſo Jacob ſuſpected Elau, and the Iſraelites 
were jealous of the Edomites, and feared 
that they wanted only an opportunity to diſ- 


. poſſeſs them of their Country, and recover 


all the loſt rights of their Father Eſan. And 


the Edomites, baniſhed as they were, and 
confined to the rocky limits of Mount Seir, 
could not help caſting a longing eye on the 
fertile vales of Canaan, and envying the 
raelites the poſſeſſion of a couutry, which 


they thought was the natural right of their 


N A and F ounder, Efau. 53457 0550 


* And both Jaws Fa Chriſtians, highty . the Patriarchal Lis, 
From which the former believed their Meſſiah was to deſcend, and the 


latter that he had deſcended, of courſe became unfriendly to the character 
of Eſau, the unſucceſsful Competitor for the Bleſſing, who had breathed 


-out ger * his Brother on the ä 5 


5 
7 on reading the tranſaction recorded in this 
NXNVIIch chapter of Geneſis, and the means 


made uſe of to obtain the bleſſing for Jacob, 


my mind has always been much diſſatisfied 

with the conduct of Rebecca and Jacob, and 
more eſpecially with that of Rebecca. Ac- 

cording to the principles of Morality and 
Chriſtianity, it may ſeem a ſoleciſm in Reli- 


gion, to go to. ſeek a bleſſing i in a way that 


ſhould rather produce a curſe, to mix deceit, 


impoſition, and falſity in a ſcheme to prevail 


on the aged, the blind, and feeble Iſaac, to 
rb the bleſſing from his eldeſt ſon to 
the youngeſt, contrary to his own natural af- 
fection, for Iſaac loved Eſau; contrary to the 

rules of ſucceſſion, and the cuſtomary rights 
of promogeniture. Rebecca s predilection 
for Jacob, her ſetting up her younger ſon in 
oppoſition to the intereſts of the elder, and 
uiſing ſuch intriguing arts to gain her purpoſes, 
ſhew a very bleamable partiality in a parent; 
Who ought to be equally affected to all the 

children, and not diſcourage one, by making 
a favorite of another; and in the cent caſe 
| h was 
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Was tie way to p ſet the two boch at per- 
Feen variance, and bring on the murder of 
one or other of them, if not of both; of 
which Rebecca herſelf v was wy _ e 
henſive, | Oy 


: © "Mn | Re > 
- 


8 le ct che Sch of Oe hat ſaid to 
her, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; ſhe had 


no call to take upon her the accompliſhment | 


of the oracle, at leaſt by ſuch unkind, un- 
Juſtifiable means. God could have brought 
about the event without her over-ſolicitous 
interference, although, after ſhe had entered 
upon her ſcheme, he permitted it to ſucceed. 
At the moment that Iſaac was going to give 
the bleſſing to Eſau, God could have im- 


preſſed his heart with a conviction, that be - 


ought to transfer it to Jacob; juſt, as at the 
inſtant, after he had transferred the bleſſing, 
be was convinced bd it Was h een 8 


ee n pi, die Ja der 5 0. 


eyes were dim, fo that he could not ſee, he called 
Ejau, his eldeſt ſon, and ſaid unto him; behold 


n 


E 


by” ta old, "I know not the day of. my 15501 


F-feel many infirmities and decay coming upon me; 
I know. not how ſoon 1 may die. Tate, I pray 


thee, thy weapons, thy quiver, and thy bow, 
| * and go out to the field, and take me ſome Ve- 
nion; and make me ſavoury meat, ſuch as T 
love; and bring it unto me, that my ſoul may 


bleſs thee, before I die. And Rebecca heard 
when Iſaac ſpake to Eſau his ſon. Iſaac, 


now in continual expectation of his death. 


was deſirous, like a prudent and good Father, 


to take his ſolemn leave of his children, and 


to ſettle both his temporal and ſpiritual af- 
fairs, and particularly that great affair rela- 


tive to the ſucceſſion of the bleſſing which 
God promiſed to Abraham and Iſaac ;* and 
Which Iſaac, as heir to that promiſe, and as 
Prieſt and Patriarch in his Family, had a 
right, under God, now to transfer by his 


laſt ſolemn benediction. Take, I pray thee, 
thy weapons, thy quiver, and thy bow, and. 
tale me om Veni yon * Eſau, it is ſaid, wa a © 
= 5 cunning 
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ſubſiſtence, as it is at this day among moſt 


6%) 


| eunning bunter, * a man of the feld. But 
Jacob was a Plain man, dwelling in tents. T 
Eſau therefore was the proper perſon to be 
applied to for Veniſon, as being expert in 
the ſports of the field; as being an excellent 
markſman; active in purſuit of his game; 
bold and fierce i in the deſtruction of it. His 
conſtitution and temperament diſpoſed him 
to this way of life. He was born with hair 
all over his body, and therefore was called 

Haſau, that is F actus, perfectus, made 
4s perfeQted, born a man, having the hair of 
a man in 1 which 1 in others is a token 
bs manhood. 


Now haitineſs naturally denotes a 0 8 
and courage; and the manly exerciſe of : 
hunting did ſtill more invigorate and ſtrength- 
en his conſtitution. Hunting was not un- 
dertaken in thoſe days chiefly as an exerciſe 
and diverſion, but as a neceſſary means of 


of 


| Cen. XXV, 


031: 


of the Indian 40 Savage Nations, SY draw | 
from the game of the field, the fir 


: * of une 


Ela, who loved, and was | beloved o 


favage ſtate of man, the: carcaſes affording meat, and the 
ſkins cloathing. The paſtoral life ſucceeds in the ſecond 


ſtage, and agriculture prevails in the third ſtate of man, a 


ſtate of high civilization. — There was a plenty of game in 


the countries that Eſau ranged over, the Wilderneſs of Beer- 
ſheba, and the Mountains of Seir, bordering on Arabia 


Petræ; ſuch as wild Goats and Kids, the wild Boar, the 


Roebuck, Hares, Rabbits, Foxes : and a kind of Quail, like 


a ſmall Partridge, particularly abounded in thoſe parts. It 


was in Seir, a country ſituated on the South and 1 


Eaſt of Judea, that Eſau occaſionally fixed his reſidence, 
chiefly for the convenience of hunting. From the redneſs 


of the Meſs of Pottage, for which he ſold his birth-right, he 
was afterwards: called Edom. Edom, in the Hebrew, ſig- 1 
nifying Red; and the country from him, who was a Prince 


and Sovereign there, was called Edom. Some of the ſources 


of the Red Sea are ſaid to riſe in the Mountains of Seir, the 


Country of Edom. And that Sea. ancient authors tell us, 
was called Red, from a King Erythras, whoſe name in 
Greek, ſignifies Red, who reigned in this diſtrict, andi is 
therefore ſuppoſed t to be the fame as Efau or r Edom. | 
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| Tac, with, ire complied with his Fa · 
ther's requeſt. He had frequently done the 
| ame thing for his Father ; had caught game, 
and made him ſavoury meat, ſuch as he 
loved, ſuch as agreed with an old man's ap- 
bl petite, which is ſeldom very good, which re- 
quires ſome niceties, -and well flavoured dain- 
ties, ſuch as are palatable, nouriſhing, light 
and eaſy of digeſtion. Iſaac, it is ſaid, loved 
Eſau. Fathers have commonly a more than 
ordinary reſpect for their firſt- born. The 
; firſt-born gives the greateſt joy, as his birth 
is the firſt fruits, is an earneſt of the future : 


increaſe and continuance of the family. The — 


firſt-born too, being the firſt grown up, firſt 
becomes a uſeful friend, 2 companion, and 
an early afliſtant to an aged Parent, by his 
E. roach activity, and management in the fa- 
wmily. He becomes the ſtaff of old age. The 5 
Father ſtill more values him, as he i is to bear | 
his name and title, and continue to dwell upon 
the inheritances of his Fathers. The Fa- 
ther thinks he lives, and is perpetuated in 
the firſt-born, and his N As Ifaac 
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loved A 
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hp Efau,: ſo Eſau e Iſaac. 1 0 
neſs at all Times to take the game of the 
Field, and even condeſcend to dreſs it for 
him, and feed him, ſufficiently proved his 
affection. And his care and tenderneſs, and 
dautiful expreſſions, ſhew his affection till 
more. Let my Father ariſe, ſays he, in the 


moſt humble reſpectful language; Let my 
Fatber now. ariſe, and tet bim eat of © his Sons 
: _ | 


Perſons of high rank and fortune, even 


Princes, their ſons and daughters were not in 


_ thoſe days of paſtoral ſimplicity, above kill- 
ing their own meat, and drefling it, baking | 


their own bread, drawing water from the 


wells, and doing any domeſtic offices in the | 
family, as you may ſee by the examples of 
: Abraham and Sarah, of Rebecca, of Efau 


here, and others, whoſe primitive manners 


were juſt the ſame, as were thoſe of perſons 0 
of the ſame high rank desert by Homer 
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on” (ata bud Eſa becanſe be die 5 of bis FR 
nen. He eat the meſs with a higher reliſh and 
double. pleaſure, becauſe of the hand that 
2 and dreſſed it. Iſaac loved Eſau, be- 
cauſe he did eat of his ſon's veniſon; but 
not ſurely on this account only, becauſe of 
his belly; but for other reaſons now menti- 
oned, and becauſe the procuring him the 
game of the field, with ſo much labour and 
fatigue, often with danger of his health, 
from the violence of the exerciſe, in a hot 
Climate; (for he returned from the field 
ſometimes ſo much ſpent and exhauſted, that 
he became faint, and thought he ſhould die, 
and in ſuch a ſituation he ſold his birthright 
to his younger Brother, for a morſel of im- 
mediate refreſhment ; ſold it in a haſty mo- 
ment, when he thought he ſhould receive no 
| benefit from it, that death would. ſoon de- 
prive him of it;) I ſay, Iſaac loved Eſau, 
not merely becauſe he did eat of his Veniſon, 
but becauſe the procuring him the game of 


the field with ſo much labour and fatigue, 
often with Age of his health from the vio- 


lence 
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| lence of the exerciſe, and with danger of his 
life from the aſſaults of wild Beaſts, the _ 

Lion, the Bear, and the Tiger; becauſe all F 
this ſhewed very great duty and affection to 
his Father. But Rebecca loved Jacob, as 
being always at home with her; as being of 
a milder and more domeſtic turn, and per- 
haps as having, as ſhe believed, the Bleſſing 
of the Family already entailed upon him by 
God, whom ſhe had conſulted on that un- 
common ſtruggle in her womb, between the 
Twin Brothers, and from whom ſhe had re- 
ceived for anſ wer, that 1 Elder A ſerve 
ihe N PE * 


8 foe pairtialiey of Rebecca for his younger 
Son, Jacob, on the common Principles ' 
| ſocial and parental duty, was utterly inexcu- 
fable, and might have proved the ruin of 
both her ſons, and the deſtruction of her 
houſe, if the Providence of God had not in- 
terpoſed, and ordered events otherwiſe. Pro- 
voke not your children to anger, leſt they be 
— * St. Paul, iii. Coloſſ. It is 


true, 
S. Ceres xxv. | | 


6 12 
true, to: love or böte is not always in our | 
power. Perhaps parents cannot help loving 
one child more than another. But then theß 
can help ſhewing ſuch very partial tokens f 
affection- They ought, as much as poſſible?: 
to conceal all difference of reſpect, behave 
with tenderneſs and juſtice to all; more eſpe - 
cially not ſhew continual acts of kindneſs to 
one, and coldneſs and diſcouragement to the 
| other, by ſecret arts turn the Inheritance out 
of the right line, make the younger en 5 
a We ied and the elder a IR 


#* 


Ades 0 attentive to this inveſts 
| of her favourite Son, Jacob, overheard Iſaac, | 
when” he deſired his Son Eſau to get him 
ſome ſavoury meat, that his ſoul. might bleſs 
him before he died. When the feeble Ifaac's 
3 were raiſed by the refreſhments of 
meat and wine, and his heart overflowed 
with joy at theſe cheering acts of kindneſs 
in his Son, Eſau, he was in the propereſt 
mood to pour forth his laſt ſolemn benedict- 
jon 845 him. 80 the . Eliſha, be- 


fore 5 


4 13 ) 


fore) be obuld) exert a prophetic. ſpirit, rid . 
Bring me a Minſtrel. * And it came to paſs, 1 
when the Minſtrel played, the hand g the Lord 
came upon him. The Minſtrel mellowed him 
into a proper temper of Inſpiration. Re- 
becca finding that it was not now an ordi- 
nary common Bleſſing of a Father to a Son, 

but that great, that ſolemn prophetic Bene- 


diction of a dying Patriarch to his Son, name- 
miſed by God to the Seed of Abraham, that 


was now going to be conferred on Eſau, im- 
mediately formed a ſcheme to defeat the in- 


tentions of both Father and Son, and by 


blinding her already poor blind Huſband, pro- 


cure the Bleſſing for Jacob. Female ſtrata- 


gem hath often been celebrated, and here we 
have an early and fucceſsful inſtance of it. 


Rebecca was not more quick at invention, 


than dextrous in the execution. Immediately 
communicating what ſhe had overheard te 
e Son Is ſhe told . ſhe had con- 


trived 


* 11, Kings, III. 


— - 


4 24 7, 
© ;rived a method how to impoſe upon Iſaac, 
and ſet aſide the Bleſſing of Eſau. G0 noto 
 qinckly to the Flock, and fetch me tub young 
| Kids, and 1 will make of them ſavoury meat for | 
thy Father. And thou ſhalt bring it to him, 
that he may eat, and bleſs thee before his death. 
To this Jacob very properly and honeſtly re- 
plied; © Efau is an hairy man, and Tama 
ſmooth man. My Father probably will feel me, 
and diſcover the impoſition, and I ſhall ſeem to 
him a deceiver, and thereby ſhall bring a'Curſe 
upon me, and not a Bleſſing.” On me be thy 
Curſe, replies the Mother, only 'obey my 
voice, and go and fetch me them. Although 
Rebecca, by ſuch an imprecation, takes all 
the evil on herſelf, yet this doth not excul- 
pate Jacob. He was now more than forty 
years of age, could ſufficiently diſcern be- 
tween good and evil: And no one's com- 
mands or perſuaſions, or ſaying, they will be 
anſwerable for all the guilt, ſhould prevail 
upon us to be the inſtruments of executing 
; nee mages Wee however 


e 


being 


„„ 
doing nothing amiſs; and that in endeavour- 
ing to transfer the Bleſſing from Eſau to Ja- 
cob, ſhe was only fulfilling the Divine Ora- 
ele, which had pronounced before their 
birth; the elder ſhall ſerve' the younger * 
Full of this perſuaſion herſelf, ſhe might 
the more eafily inſtill the fame notion into 
| Jacob, as he was to receive all the benefit 
of the contrivance; and, having already pur- 
chaſed the Birth-right, might think that of 
little conſequence without the great Bleſſing 
to attend it; and might be apt at that age of = 
life to flatter himſelf with ambitious proſpects 
of power and greatneſs, of ſuperiority over 
his brother, of dominion and univerſal. ſo- 


TX wenden; over the earth. 


2 Jadob fond a dd the Kids, 
and brought them to his Mother, and ſhe 
quickly prepared them, and made a reliſhing 
diſh, ſuch as ſhe knew would be u geb to 
the taſte of her aged, her | 
Aying Huſband, and gave it to Jacob, to 
carry to him. At the ſame time ſhe had the 
F | 5k | precaution 


| ®* Genelis XXV. 


| prec 
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aution to take goodly raiment of her 
eldeſt Son's, which was laid up in the ward- 
e a ſacerdotal Robe of State, highly 


and other public occaſions, as eldeſt Son and 
Prieſt of the Family, and proper to be worn 


before God and the Patriarch on this ſolemn 


religious occaſion, to do honour to the office, 
and for a fioeet ſmelling ſavour. She likewiſe 

ä put the ſkins of: the Kids upon his hands and ; 
neck, that they might feel hairy to the touch, 
like thoſe of Eſau. Thus furniſhed and in- 


ſtructed by his Mother, he haſtened to his 


8 Father, and ſaluted him, ſaying, my Father. 


And Ifaac anſwered, * Here am I, blind, con- 
- fned, and wearied. Who art thou, my San? 
And Jacob ſaid, I am Eſau, thy firſt-born. 


] have done as thou badefl me. - Ariſe, I pray 


thee, fit. up, and eat of” my Veniſon, that ty 
Soul may bleſs me. When a man takes upon 
him to perſonate another's character, and 
engages in ſome project of fraud or impoſi- 
tion, he is not at firſt aware of what difficul- 


ties he may be drawn into, and what falſe- 
| hoods 


Le 17 5 Koa 


| AY” he mut utter, to be conſiſtent 3 in his 5 
ſtory, and bung the matter to the intended 
iſſue, without being detected. Jacob would | 1.4 
Have been ſtaggered, and would. hardly. have 
entered on this affair, if he had been Foretold, 
or could have. foreſeen how. many queſtions | 
his F ather would put'to him, and how many 
frauds and falſities he muſt be guilty of, to 
carry on the impoſture, and not betray the 
cauſe in hand. But the Father's examina- 

7 tion being very ſtrict and particular, the Son. 
is gradually drawn on to confirm one falſe- 
hood by another, and is forced at laſt to 8⁰ 
through a ſhocking ſeries of lies, if not per- 
juries. To the firſt queſtion, Who art, thou, 5 
he very readily anſwers, I an Eſau, thy 722 

barn ; though he was neither Eſau, * nor the 
flirſt-born: I have done as thou badeft ne; 
though Iſaac. had not biden him to do any 
thing. But there was a farther deception 
intended here. Iſaac might conclude i it muſt 
be Efau, becauſe Jacob appeared to know 
| what had paſſed between him and Eſau.— 
The voice of Brothers i is often pretty much 

ä 70 rang) Fd. alike; 


"lp 13 Es 
ike; and Jacob, no doubt, imitated that Fo 
of his Brother as much as he could. But | 
 natwithſlanding this, and Jacob' 8 bold affir- * 

5 mation, that he Was Eſau, and that he had, 
brought. the Veniſon as Ifaac had biden him, : 
ae ſuſpected his voice, This ſuſpicion was 
further increaſed by theVeniſon being brought 

- ON ſo ſoon. N Rebecca had over-acted. her part, 
and i in order to be before - hand with Eſau, 
had made tod much haſte, and provided the 

; mels of Veniſon boner than it could be rea- 

ſonably expected. Game generally lies at. 
ſome diftance from Tents and Dwellings, 

is not always to be found, when ſought after, 1 
and when found, the Sportiman is not al- 
ways lucky enough. to take, it. a Iſaac there 
fore aſked Jacob, How ts 41 that thau baſh. 

fd it 2 quickly, | my Sen? He faid, , Becauſe. . 

| the Lord thy God, bro ought it to me. Good. 

men aſcribed. every benefit or ſucceſs to the 
,ord "Even What he caught in hunting 
W God's Blefling). The Heathens 
had alſo this notion. enatio 0h. Tire 


— 


amici, . Cyrus to his Friends.“ 
g » SUN | 0s | 2 Cyroyed, L 2. 


( 19. 1 
Pants 5 65 Fibel A Futura eſt. po Thb, 
our "I my friends, will be ſucceſsful, 


* God ſhall proſper | us. I have found . it al 
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| An party to it. Still this plauſible, and religi- 

. ous invention did not ſatisty Iſaac. His ſuſ- 
5 picions of deceit rather grew ſtronger; and | 
therefore he wanted ſome further ſenſible „ | 
proof, He very well knew the hairy kin . | 


ro; # 


| Eſau, and the ſmooth, tkin of Jes He 


F #4345 + S$es%. | -& 


L ke. correſponded to chat critetion.— 
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Rebecca, foreſeeing this means of diſcovery, 
bad provided againſt it, by afhixing the hairy 8 
wins of the Kids on Jacob's hands, and ny 
But even this did not convince Trac, One 
_ ſenſe contradicted another ; the ſenſe of hear- 
ig, that of feeling. 25 The VOICE is Jacob's 
voice, but the hands 1 like the hands of 
Zlau.“ Still therefore miſtruſtful of ſome 
trick or impoſition, he once more puts the 


. ew 4 


7 


0 


queſtion home | to Jzcob, and, aſked, him in, 

$ the. moſt ſole emn manner ; ; At thou my. very. 
Son, E Ejau? And he faid, Jan. Such Gmu-. 
f tion. equivocation, and Halſchood, are ut 
terly inexcuſable, and contrary to all the : 
Principles both of natural and revealed reli- | 
. gion. (The morality however of thoſe times N 
was not ſo vice and ſtrict, as moral and 
Chriſtian writers have. fince ſhewn it ought 
to be. Some of the beſt charidters i in the ; 
Old Teſtament, ſeruple not to make ſome 
95 ſmall breaches of morality, to tell ſome fibs, 
or commit ſome pious frauds, in order to 
accompliſh ſome good End, or "make excuſes 
for ſome imputed fault, Abraham prevati- 


cated ſomewhat in calling Sarah” his s Siſter, — 


_ though a firſt couſin might be included i in the 
word Siſter, in the Hebrew language ; ; And 
5 Tac did the ſame on A a like ec 5 298 
. gages to 1535 the Angel's mellge, 5 
That ſhe ſhould have . a Son in ber old age. And 
afterwards, on the Angel's blaming her, "flatly 
denied that ſhe di did ugh. e was 9 
| | '{ 


{ 21 5 


8 to 1 FR ought to have: been wanting in faith and 


th TO -* oy | 


_ reſpeft. Rachel ſtole the Teraphim, Lares, . 
the houſehold Gods or Images of Laban, and 


i: under A falſe pretence, eluded. her Father's 


ſearch. . Not to mention. that this facrilegi- 
_ ous ſtealth ſhewed ſomewhat of As ee gr 


; ee ene 
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Jael 8. Killing, Hr in e of pro- GE 
wiſe. of protection, would be condemned in 5 
thoſe days as: a breach of hoſpitality, and the 


laws of war. Theſe are ſpots in theſe bright 
| characters, failings, which we ought to avoid. 


The Goſpel. condemns all lying, falſchood, - 
and difingenous proceedings. Grace and Truth | 
came by Feſus Chriſi* St. Paul ſaith, We 
mut not db evil, that, good may come . No 

5 good. end will juſtify bad means. Both the 
means and end muſt be good to make the 
action good. We muſt not take upon us to 


Sal 


fulfill God's promiſes 8 eee his 5 


* 


* 
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When Jacob had again moſt folemaly 


; affirmed 
, John L—+ Romans * 
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85 Atrial to is Father, that he was fl ver) 
_ Son Eſau, Iſaac faid; Come near” 70 me now, 
my Son, and kiſs me. And he came near to 
him, and kifſed him, . dreſſed in Efau's per- 
fumec Robe of State, a8 Proper. to be worn 
on this ſolemn occaſion. Iſaac, cheared 1 
with the fragrant odor of the ſweet Tmelling 
garment, and mellowed down into a happy 
compoſure of ſpitits, by the 'cordiat* re- 
freſhments of veniſon and Na being full 
of the Divine afflatus, now: burſt” out into 


prophetic language, and catching the idea | 


from the perfumed Robe, ſaid, See, the nil > 


of my Son, is as the fel! if a Field, which the 
Lord hath” bleſſed.” The Fields in this part 
of the Country, the South' of Canaan, abound 
with odoriferous plants and fhrubs. See, the 
full of my Son, is as the ſmell of a Field, 
- which coed La bath b e 7 1 God 
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of B Fabien; 125 the adi 97 74 Earth, and 5 


plenty of Corn and Wine. Let people ſerve thee, 


Fades 


» nie Fitten ſhall give, in the Hebrew. 


„* 
. = Nations bow down to y Be 7 SPY over 


thy Brethren ; and ler thy Mother's Son bow 
deun fo 775 Cc 475 be ry one that t 


—— 


b Dew of 33 1 very . in * 
climates, and in ſome. ſort anſwers the pur - 
poſe of Rain; and containing alſo a nitrous 
06 fructifying quality, produces fatneſs and 


fertility of Earth, . Near of Goen _. 
5 Wim): | - 


"The how: of — 8 bref 4 650 : 


Fang of the Earth, i s only a metaphorical 


deſcription of that good Land, the Land of 
Canaan, which the Lord had promiſed to 
Abraham, and his ſeed after him, which as , 
the. glory. of all Lands, a Land flowing with 
- Milk and Honey; a Land of Brooks, of — 
of Fountains and Depths ; a Land of Wheat and 
Barkey, of Vines and Fig-trees, and Oil Olive, 
| Wherein thou ſhalt eat Bread 701 thout fſearceneſs.* 


And 


8 Deuter. Vm. 


* i * 
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V ereignty. Les people ſerve thee, and nations . 
bow down to thee; the ſeveral people, and 


nations on the caſt and weſt fide of Jordan, 


Lord alſo of his own Family at home. Be 
Tord over thy Brethren, and let thy Mother's . 
| Son bow down to thee. That is, the Edomi- 
tes, the poſterity of his Mother's other Son. 
This was, actually accompliſhed © by King 
David. It is particularly ſaid, II. Samuel, 
viii. That David put garriſons chroughout 


David's ſervants.” So that as the Prophet 


Seir alſo ſball be a Poſſeſſion fo bis enemies, and 
Tfrael: ſhall do valianthy. Out 'of Jacob at 
_ inks own” "Ie "have: PM. LA This, © | 


l 


an imperfect” gift; x together with ſuch a | 5 
Land, Iſaac gives Him alſo dominion and ſo- 


all the kingdoms of Canaan. With ſuperio- : 
rity over the nations'abroad, he makes him 


all Edom ; and all they of Edom became : 


Balaam alſo foretold: Edhm ſball be a paſſe ſion; 


"Ow 


a 


1 Numbers xxvl. 


Curſed 6 is every one hs "RP" thee ; and bleſſed 
4 be that bleſeth. thee ; This is hut a repeti- 
tion of what the Lord had before declared to 
5 Abrihan. I ill bleſs them that belt tber, 
and curſe tbem that curſe thee, and in thee 
| foal all. the Fomilies f the Earth be bleſſed. 
In the ultimate and full ſenſe, this Bleſſing 
was only accompliſhed in Jeſus Chriſt, of 
the ſeed of Abraham. In him were all 
the Families or Tribes, not of Iſrael 
only, but of all the earth, Gentiles as well 
as Jews ; in him were all the Families of 
che Earth to be bleſſed. And he ſhall reign = 
auer the ' houſe of Facub for euer, ee 
e there won no . TR 1 


nn was ribut juſt Sano ot the kd 
of his Father, when Eſau returned from his 
hunting; little thinking what in the mean 


time had been done againſt him. t nen 1 


a dutiful Son, had made all poſſible haſte in 


ee mo Senior.” And ee er L 
Kl! 15 4985 Did oY 32. 4 T 
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| 15 in a Fr OY manher; as he had Seiden 
0 done before, he brought it to his Father, 
and in the moſt reſpectful terms ſaid; Let 
my 'F ather now ariſe, and let bim eat: of bis 
"Son's Veniſon, that thy ſoul may bleſs ne. And 
; aac ſaid unto him; ho art thou ; and he 
faid, I am thy Son, thy Firft-born, Eſau. And 
: Iſaac trembled very exceedingly, and ſaid in con- 
| fuſed and broken language, Who ? Where is te 
rat bath taten Veniſon; and brought it to ne; 
and T'have eaten of all before thou canieft, and 
have bleſſed bini. Dea, and be ſhall be bleſſed. 


Iſaac at this time either had not been in- 


formed by Rebecca of what the Oracle had 
ſaid to her, that the elder ſhould ſerve the 
younger, or he did not underſtand it. For 
he certainly meant to give the Bleſſing to Eſau. 
Iſaac is full of confuſion, of reſentment, and 
horror, at the dans anten. that had 
been put upon him. He was provoked, 
that thoſe; in whom Ts thought he might 
moſt have confided, ſhould take advantage 
of his blindneſs, his age, and infirmities, - 
thus to deceive him. He was ſhocked, that 
— — they 


(=) 
they ſhould attempt to obtain f piritual bene 


dictions by ſubtilty and falſehoods, by irre- 
|. ligious actions. He might fear, that ſuch. 


proceedings would provoke the wrath of 


God, and bring a Curſe, and not a Blefling, 

on all his Houſe. He was greatly concerned 
for the diſappointment and injury done to his 

8 Firſt- born, his beloved Son Eſau. It griev- 
ed him, that this Son muſt be turned out as 


a wanderer, be deprived not only of the 


Birth- right, of all the rights of primogeni- 


ture, but now alſo of that great Family- 


Bleſſing, the whole land of Canaan, or the 
whole earth, promiſed by God to the ſeed of 
Abraham. He blames his own raſhneſs, in 


being ſo haſty, when there were ſuch grounds 


of ſuſpicion; in being ſo haſty to give this | 
great Bleſſing, without more duly conſider- 
"Y mw Pe to whom he was e 3 


on this other n he was now afraid ws 


might have acted contrary to the will of 

Heaven, if he had pronounced the Bleſſing 
upon Eſau. He now felt ſomething within 
5 5 him, 


08 


him, Which told him, that TOY Blefing; s 
however unfairly obtained, was by him right- 
ly beſtowed. He now recollected, or un- 
derſtood, that the Oracle of God had de- 
clared, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger. He 
felt the Spirit of God acting upon him, when 
he uttered the Bleſſing. And although he 
ſhould have fcrupled to have given the Bleſ- 
ſing to Jacob in preference to Efau, if he 
had known what he was doing, yet, quod 
eri non debuit, factum valebit, what ought not 
to have been done, ſhall be valid when dane, 
He approves and ratifies the thing now done, 
and not only faith, I have bleſſed him, but 
adds; yea, and be ſhall be bleſſed. And when 
Eſau heard the words of his Father, particu- 
larly the laſt binding words, | confirming tho 
: Blefling on Jacob, Tea, and be ſhall be ble effed ; 
he cried with a great and exceeding bitter 
cry, and faid unto his Father; Bleſs me, even 
me alſo, O my Father! Great grief naturally 
ungeminates or doubles its words; Bleſs me, 
even the alſo, O my Father. | Eſau very well 
knew what he had loſt 3, that he had not on- 


1 


ly loſt his Birth- right, a double portion of 
his Father's ſubſtance, the Prieſthood and 
Headſhip of the Family, which was only a 
temporal Bleſſing, but that ſpiritual, that 
divine, that great, that immortal Bleſſing, 
entailed by God on the houſe of Abraham, 
and promiſed again to the ſeed of Iſaac. In 
thy feed ſhall all the families of the earth be 
bleſſed. His grief was exceſſive for the loſs 1 
of all this. He cried with a great and ex- 1 
my Father ! Who does not grieve here with 
the poor unfortunate Efau ? Who does not 
think, he met with hard . uſage, and that he 1 
had ſufficient cauſe for this lamentable ang 
bitter cry? And Iſaac ſaid; J Brother came 
with ſubtilty, and hath taken away thy Bleſſing. 
Tbine it was by the right of primogeniture, and 
the) cuſtomary laws of inheritance, 'Thine it was 
Ey my defire and intention, but thy Brother 
came with ſubtilty, during thy abſence ix the 
feld, and bath taken away thy Bling. Eſau 
quickly replied; {s he not rightly named Jacobs ? 
. at the word Jacob, and giving it a 
malicious 
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appointment. For- 
Jacob, in the future mae, ſignifies Calcem- 
tenuit, he took another by the heel. And 


* y 


icious 8 out of vexation ad diſ- 
Hacab, whence 


the name was given to Jacob from the cir- 


cumſtance of his taking his brother by the 


heel at their birth. But Jacob, in its pri- 


mitive ſenſe, ſignifying one that takes ano- 
ther by the heel, in a metaphorical ſenſe, 
came to ſignify. a ſupplanter, one that trips 
up another's heels, and gets himſelf into his 


place. And in this ſenſe). Eſau now very 
angrily faith, his Brother was rightly called 
Jacob, a Supplanter. His actions are ſuita- 


ble to his name. Such as his name, ſuch is 
his nature. He hath. ſupplanted me theſe two 


times. He took away my birth-right, and now, 


to complete my misfortunes, He hath taken 


Father, Haſt thou not reſerved . a Bleſſing for 


ne? I all thy flore of Bleſſings exhauſted. Hg 
ban s. given . ae "EE to this ſupplanter, 
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66 
Jacob? From thy' wonted love to ne, I little 


expected a total diſinberiſon, to be deprived of 


every thing, And Ifaac anſwered and ſaid, 
Bebold, I have made bim thy Lord, and all 
bis brethren haue I given unto bim for | ſervants. 


And with Corn and Mine have 1 ſuſtained bim. 


And what ſhall I de nom "unto"thee ny Son? 
And Eſau ſaid, Haſt thou but one Bleſſing? No, 
Jacob had properly but one great Blefling, 


and this could not be divided, or given to 


two. x Bleſs me, even me alſo, O ny Father ! 


And Eſau lift up his voice and wept. And 
who is there that is not almoſt ready to 


weep with him? Who can read this pa- 
thetic ſtory, without being greatly affected, 


and pitying the hapleſs Son, pleading, but 


to no purpoſe, with an overwiſe indulgent 
Father, for a ſhare of his dying Bleſſing; 
Pleading for a reverſal, or ſome mitigation 
of the hard ſentence that was gone out againſt 
bim? | Moſes, the writer of this moving 
Drama, could never have thought Eſau an 
odious or a vicious character, when he has 
ſo feelingly here made him the ſubject of our 


pity 


The promiſe was made not to Seeds as of many; but as of 


one, to his Seed, which is Chriſt, —Galat. iii. 


„ 


pity and n Lgaac, . with the 
Deen and tears of Eſau, then ſaid, Ai the 
Bleſſing I now can give thee, I will. Thy 


\Bloffing tannot be the fatneſe: of the Earth, and 
the dew of Heaven. This I have already given 

to Jacob. Thy dwelling ſhall be off, or at 4 
_ «*diflance from the faingſi of the Eartb, and the 
dem of Heaven, Thou ſhalt poſſeſs 4 Country, 
Mount Seir or Bdom, 'where thou muft live by 
4 4 fivord, by warn and the chace, in a ſtate of 


violence and hoſtility, encountering men and beaſts, 
an toy Halt ſerve thy Brother. Nevertheleſs, 
4 time ſhall come, that thou ſhalt break the yoke 
from off thy mech, an obtain | deminion and 


| ROE 23” a9: 
* 1 { "= 1 * 
Ss 
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ram, King of Judah, about nine hundred 
_ (years after, when Edom, it is ſaid,* re- 
$ 


volted from under the hand of Judah, and 


made a King over themſelves. The pro- 


phecy was alſo more fully accompliſhed in 


"004 time . Fe the _ who was an 


SHY Kitt OD EEE Edomite 
* . King viii. 


6 


de mite by paternal Aeſcent; a ho poſs 
ſoſſed the dominion of Judah, at the birth of 
Jeſus Chriſt. In Jeſus Chriſt all ſuperiority 
and difference between Jacob and Eſau were 
to ceaſe. In him all the nations of the earth 


were to be united and bleſſed. Iſhmaelites 


andi Iſiacites, Edomites and Iſtaclites, Greeks | 
and Barbarians, Jews and Gentiles, were all 


nN e in Chriſt. 


e 


ES to. the Bleſſing of Eſau, yery different 


from that in our Engliſh tranſlation. Ac- 


cording. to. this tranſlation, the firſt part of 


: the „ e Bleſſing of Efau, which is the main part 
4 of the whole, ; is ; nearly the ſame with that. of 5 
Jacob; 7 dwelling ſhall 1 be of. the ſatneſs. of 


the Earth, and of. the dew of Heaven from. a- 
| love. 5 But true criticiſm muſt revolt at ſuch 
2 ſenſe. Such fatneſs or fertility of land 
ſeems | to be utterly inconſiſtent with Eſau's 


1 ſituation : among the barren mountains of Seit 1 


Wi Chet 


7 And Eſau hated Jacob becauſe of the Bl:ſing, 


 wherewith his. F ather had bleed him. And 
"£3 E ; Eſan 


| $ See Note at the end. 
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2 Ejau-faid it 115 beart, the days 4 mourning 1 
m Fatber are at a _ . on erp gt _ 
= Waker. | oy renn . 
1 Jealoully;! 444 ra 0 now 
inflame the heart of Eſau, and inſtigate 
him to avenge himſelf on his brother Jacob. 
This is the greateſt blot in the character of 
Eſau. But the manners of the times might 
ſomewhat ſeem to juſtify him. Where there 
| was no regular policy, or eſtabliſhed judges 
to ſettle injuries, men made no ſcruple of 
taking the matter on themſelves, and be- 
coming their own judges, and executioflers 
on their enemies. Elau however, "Aways 
treating Iſaac with great reſped, puts off 
the evil deed for the preſent, that he might 
not give anguiſh to an aged Parent, nor diſ- 
turb the laſt days of his life, by filling the : 
| houſe with blood. and diſtraction. It was 3 
fortunate circumſtance, that Eſau put off 
the execution of his violent intentions, to 


=e 
* 
2 


8 the death of his father. It is always an ad- 


vantage gained upon an enraged man, if we 


is). 


th an but prevail upon him to delay the exe ⸗ 
; cution- of his revenge, Time will cool we 
7 paſon, -and give room for reaſon and conſi- 
deration, which may thew him the raſhneſs; 


wickedneſs of his reſolution, And there- WT... 
fore the wiſe. man faith;;#* The. Aiſeretion of a = 
man. deferreth. his: anger. At the- fame. time 
the threatened party hath time to guard 4 
| himſelf, to counteract his enemy, to remove 
out of the way, to pacify him by ſubmiſſion, N 
or preſents, or ſet him right i in ſome miſs 
conceptions, or prejudices he hath taken. 


This deferring of wrath had a happy effect 


with reſpect to Eſau and Jacob. Though 
Eſau in the firſt tranſports of his paſſion = 
vowed. vengeance on Jacob, and faid. he 


would kill him, after the death of Iſaac; 


yet E:think there is reaſon to believe, from 


his other good qualities, that when his paſ- 


ſion was cooled a little, he would hardly 
have proceeded to the fatal deed. And the 
kind reception he afterwards. gave his Bro- 
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. ther Jultifbs this onufioni > Theiwords 
"+. and chreatnings of Eſau ſoon” reached”'the 
ears of Rebecca. And ſhe,” in great Fright] 
immediately ſends for Jacob, ſaying; ; Bebold 


thy Brither doth comfort bimelf ar thiching 


'J bee, \purpfing "Fo kill” thee. © "Now: * therefore, 
5 obey my voice: Ariſe, and flee” thou to Labari; 
my Brother,” at Haran. And tar: 


/ with him 


0 few days, until thy Brother's fury be turned 5 


[ R * 10 


until thy" Brother anger turn away 
1 thee. ' Then will 1 fend,” and fetch Kae 


from thence. But, alas! ſhe never lived to 
fetch him from thence. Inſtead of a few | 


days, Jacob continued at Padan Haran 


twenty years, and Rebecca had never the 
confort of ſeeing her ſon again. Poor, reſt- 
Ves, diſtreſſed good woman, no ſooner got 
out of one difficulty; but involved in another! 
Well might ſhe fay as the doth, on another 
ocdcaſion: I am weary of my life. What good 

ſhall ny life do me? No time was now to be 


loſt. Jacob was ſenſible of the danger that 


| threatened him. He readily liſtened to his 
, Mother's advice; and was ſent away private- | 


ts) 


. 5 this Efau adghe not know ef it, aud 5 
Way-lay him. He was ſent away in haſte, 
_ without ſervant or attendant; without Camel 
or Aſs, with only his knapſack on his back, 
and his ſtaff in his hand, on a journey of 
450 miles, to Haran, in Meſopotamia.— 
Could one think that ſuch a naked, deſti- 
tute, young man, who the firſt night was 
forced to make the earth his bed, a ſtone 
his pillow, and the Vault of the H eavens 
his Canopy, was heir to ſuch mighty pro- 
miſes, and carried ſuch bleſſings on his head? 
But the Providence of God accompanied : 
him, and protected him in all his ways. 
And except the few wrong ſteps. he took; 
_ chiefly at the ſuggeſtion of his Mother, in 
Adeceiving his Father, and circumventing his 
Brother, he Was a moſt excellent man; juſt, : 
* Honourable, conſtant, fervent in his de- 

votions, and particularly | zealous for the 
. worſhip of one true God, amidft nations of 

Idolaters. His virtues and abilities ſoon re-. 
commended him to the favour of Laban, 

who i in time married his — to him, 
and 


EI 


5 Rs Os at admitted. bin, into mt. in the. 
WE profit and management of his herds. and 


Lord 5 it to proſper. And now having ; 


3 cattle, he Was deſirgus, after a twenty 
= years abſence, to return again to. his own. 
Re. country, and viſit the land, to which by the . 
pt)˖tomiſe of God he t himſelf, and * 
rs Da entitled, 3 


1 
© p wh = 2 . 
* 4 


2. aft bis firſt —_ 8 journey on \ his = 
going to Padan - Haran, vowed a vow, 
| fayings Tf God will be with me, and. will keep "I 
me in this way that I go, and will give me 
x bread to cat, and raiment to put on, ſo that! 
5 5 come again to my Father's. houſe in peace, then 
| * ſhall the Lord be my. God; and bim, and bim 
1 any will I for ever fer ve, worſpip, honour, and 
. gare. And now God Almighty had per- 
. formed his part of the coyenant—had brought 
1 him back in peace to the borders of Canaan, 
A and had not n given him bread- to eat, and 
by ; raiment 


Whatever he took in hand, the —_ 


wives and children, and a numerous houſe, g . 
hold, with large flocks and herds of all kinds 


„ 9) 
raiment 60 put on, G had bleſſed. 
him with great riches and plenty. And Jacob 
Was not now wanting in remembring, and 

performing his part of the vo and-covenant.> 
When on his ſafe return, he approached the 
borders of the Jordan, and took a ſurvey of 
all his houſechold and ſubſtance, compared 
his former deſtitute condition, with his pre- 
ſent affluent ſtate conſidered what a happy 
change there now was in his citcumſtances- 
that twenty years - before he had croſſed that 
river, a poor deſtitute fugitive traveller, witk 
: only his knapſack on bis back, and his ſtaff 
in his hand, and Was no- become two. 
15 logs troops of: people and cattle. Full of 
humility and thankfulneſs to God, he burſt 
out into the following ejaculation, and ſaid, * 
am not worthy of #be leaſt. o, all the mercies, 
and all. the truth; which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy 
ſervant... For auith.my.. taff 1 paſſed over this 
Jordan, and no ¶ am become two. bands. Lo, 
thus Os. the wa ik NG frareth = 
„e net bo hos Aon Lern 


* 


22 © bam 5-1 urict 5 
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e 5 +) 
5 Lak. He that now goeth on his way 8 | 
ing, as jacob did, bearing forth good ſeed, 
the principles of piety and virtue in him, fhall 
come again with Joy; and 1 his ea 5 
bee: 8 8 FLEE 


-"Scitas doubt wh dine hbweter: nam o bk: 
. cure to him. Although he had now been 
abſent twenty years, he was apprehenſive 
that his Brother Eſau might ſtill retain his 
reſentment. His firſt care therefore is to 
ſound the diſpoſition of his Brother, and 
pacify his anger, by an humble ſubmiſſion, 
and the offer of very conſiderable preſents. 
He therefore ſent meſſengers unto his Bro- 
ther Eſau, ſaying, Unto the land of Sein, and 
country of Edom, & like a vaſſal to his chief; 
Thus ſhall ye ſpeak to my Lord Eſau: Thy 
ſervant Jacob ſaith, I have" ſejourned witb 
Laban, and flaid there until now. And I have - 
Oxen and Aſes, and Flocks, and Men-ſervants, 5 
125 and Maid. ſervants; and I have ſent to tell ] 
Tord, that I may ſind grace in thy fight. To 
this * Ea Temed to return a doubt- 


s | ” 4 hw. XXXU. 3, | wi Is 


. 41 ) 


ful, rod 1 Fe or all that the 
meſſengers reported back was, Ve came to 


thy Brother Eſau; and a iſo he cometh to meet 
thee, and four hundred men with bim. 


Jacob, at receiving this ambiguous an- ; 
ſwer, was greatly afraid and diſtreſſed. Why 
ſhould Eſau come to meet him with ſo great 


7% 8 v 


a force? Was Eſau a Prince ſo conſiderable, 


as to have four hundred men to attend him, 


as his uſual guard? Or did he march with 


this large body out of pride and oſtentation, 


to ſhew Jacob how great a man he was, not- 


withſtanding his Father and Brother had de- 


prived him of his Birth-right and Bleſſing? 
And that he had force enough to make good 


his claim to the land of Canaan? Or did 
1 fav mean this body of men, as an honour- 


able eſcorte, and guard to his Brother, and 


as a force to enable him to make good his 
quarters, and ſecure an eſtabliſhment amang 
the petty States of Canaan ? Or did Eſau 


come out with this force, which was a very 


ou. one for a Prince in thoſe days of ſo 


T7 


| ably petty $overcignties, with a full defign 
to attack Jacob, and with hopes, by ſaying 5 
Jacob, of ſucceeding to the whole Family- 
' inheritance and Bleſſing? If Efau meant 
good, why did he not expreſs his meaning in 
good and friendly terms? Why ſend back 
— meſſengers with ſuch a cold, perplexing, 
enigmatical anſwer? The expreſſions of love 
and friendſhip are always ſimple, open, and 
intelligible; while thoſe of fraud and evil 
_ purpoſes ate dark, involved, and ambiguous. 
jacob therefore was greatly afraid. And his 
fears made him forebode the worſt. And 
| accordingly he provided againſt the danger, 


as well as he could, by dividing his people 
and flock into two bands, concluding, that 


if Efau came and ſmote one company, the 


other might probably be able to eſcape. And 


at the ſame time, not truſting in his own 
arm or help, he addrefſed himſelf unto God, 


and ſaid; O God of my Father Abraham, and 


| God of my Father Iſaac, deliver me, I pray 
| thee, from the hand of my Brother, from the 


band of Eſau ; for T fear him, left he will come 


and 


1 
anz . me; with the. M other, 4 0 , 


The ſun was riſen, when Jacob departed a 


from Peniel, and crofled the brook Jabbock, 
on the borders of the Jordan. And Jacob 
ted up bis eyes, and ſaw, with a trembling 


Heart, Eſau coming ; and r hundred men. 05 


Bim. 


* 


Though Jacob, like a pious good man, 
applied unto God to turn the heart of Eſau, 


I think, we may fairly conclude, his heart 


Was turned already. By time and abſence 


the anger was pacified, and the force of 


brotherhood prevailed : And at the firſt in- 
terview, Eſau, having forgotten, or forgiven 


all injuries, received Jacob with the utmoſt | | 


' cording to the Eaſtern manner of approach- 


ing a Prince or Chief, . bowed himſelf ſeven 


times to the ground, as he came near unto 


his Brother; Eſau, waving all theſe cere- 
monies, ran to meet him, and embraced 


him, and yell on his neck, and 0 85 and 
Gt both wept for j Joy. | 
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6 5 
And Wen Eſau fav the Women and i 


5 Children He faid; Ibo are theſe with thee? 
Jacob replied, They are the children, which 


God hath gracioufly given unto thy fervatit: | 


5 Jacob then ſeverally preſented all his Family 


to his Brother. Eſau then aſked, V bat 


 meaneft thou by all this drove which Int? 


J acob anſwered, Theſe are intended as a Pre- 
ſent, in order to find grace in the fight of my 


Tord. And Efau replied, I have enough, my 
| Brother. Keep that thou haſt unto thyſelf. 
How friendly and generous was this. Eſau 


ſhews himſelf not to be actuated either by 


ayarice or ambition. For when did avarice or 

ambition ever ſay they had exough ? I have 
enough, my Brother. Keep that thou haſt unto 
thyſelf. But Jacob urged him; I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy fight, receive 
ny preſent at my band. For therefore I have 
ſecen thy. face, as though I had ſeen the face of 
God, in as much as thou waſt pleaſed with me. 
Tate, I pray thee, my Bleſſing, becauſe God. 
hath dealt graciouſly with me, and I have enough. 
And he urged him, and he took it. And 


indeed 


{ a5 ) 


indeed to have refuſed the n aſs {9 
much preſſing, would have looked as if Eſau 
was not heattily reconciied to him. Men do 
not chuſe to receive favours, ot to be be- 
holding, to thoſe whom they diſlike. It is 
an argument of friendſhip and reconciliation 


to accept a kindneſs. Eſau then ſaid, Let 5 


us take our journey, and let us go, and I will g 
before thee. Jacob anſwered, My Lord Enomp- 
eth, that the children, and the flocks, and herds 
with young, are with me. I ſhould only be a 
hindrance to my Lord; I muſt march on flowly, 
Let my Lord, I pray thee, paſs on before thy + 
ſervant, and I will lead on ſoftly, until T come 
to my Lord, at Mount Seir. Let me then, 
ſaid Eſau, leave ſome of my People with thee, 
io conduct and afjift thee as a guard? And Ja- 
cob faid, What needeth it? The Lord hath 
hitherto, and ſiill will be my Protector. So 
Eſau returned that day on his way to Seir. 
And thus the meeting of Eſau and Jacob, 


which ſeemed to threaten ſo much danger, 


by the Providence of God, ended in mutual 
kindneſs and reconciliation : : And the two 
1 Brothers 


cob, and had ſeated himſelf i in Mount Seir. 


a 


Brothers treated one another with all the ce- . . 
remony of Princes, with all the complaiſance 
of Gentlemen, with all the ſincerity of friends, 


and with all the N of Brothers. 


At I was maſter of fo 8 a 


force, greatly ſuperior to that of jacob, and, 
humanly ſpeaking, could eaſily have kept 
him off from his Father's houſe, and even 
from making any ſettlement in Canaan, yet 
he never offers now to oppoſe his Brother's 
ſucceſſion, either to his Birth- right, or Bleſ. 
ſing. The Birth-right he had all along given 
up, like an honourable and religious man, 
according to his bargain and oath. And he 


muſt long before this have been made ſenſi- ; 


ble by his Parents, that the Bleſſing was to 
attend the Birth-right, and that by Divine 
appointment it had been transferred to Jacob. 


— 


0 Eſau, it appears, had already, in ſome 


meaſure, quitted Canaan, agreeable to the 
will, and Iſaac's entail of that land upon Ja- 


Here 


e 
Here Jacob ſaid he would come to him.“ 
And no doubt ſoon made him a viſit, and in 
his way muſt of courſe have viſited his Father 
Iſaac at Mamre, near Hebron, in the South 
of Canaan, though the Scripture doth not 
mention it. For Iſaac, though ſo aged and 
infirm at Jacob 8 departure, was {till alive at 
his return. And Jacob in ſome time, after 
various movements, ſeated himſelf with Iſaac, 
at Hebron, and took his aged Father, an 
all his houſehold and ſubſtance, under his 
| management and protection. And when 
Iſaac died, the two Brothers very amicablß 
and honourably performed the funeral obſe- 
quies to their Father. After this, Eſau, in 
compliance with Divine appointment, root 
Bis Wroes, his Sons, and his Daughters, and 
all bis Subſtance, which he had got in the land 
of Canaan, and went into the Country, Mount 
Seir, which is Edom, from the face of bis Bro- 
ther Facob,* abſolutely quitting all preten- 
ſions to Canaan, and leaving the whole ſuc- 
ceſſion open to Jacob, according to the 
7 : Bleſſing 
* Gen, XXXIII. 


E 


ding line, 1 88 
— Dios d eteltieto Bande. And the will 
5 of God was as BY 


From this 1 I think, Eſau 


appears to be not an odious, but a reſpecta- 
ble character, And yet he is generally treat- 
ed both by Chriſtian and Jewiſh writers, as 

an inſtance of irreligion and profaneneſs, as a 


reprobate, a monſter in mind, as well as 


body. But the Holy Scriptures do not war- 


rant us in holding any ſuch opinion. It is 
Aidf © Tfaac loved Eſau, but Rebecca loved 
Jacob.“ But is it likely that Iſaac would 
have loved Eſau more than jacob, if he had 
been fo wicked and profane; ſuch a monſter 
in perſon or actions? It appears, that he 
was very obſequious and reſpectful to his 
Father, and particularly endeared himſelf to 
him, by his pains to ſerve and pleaſe him, 
by procuring and drefling dainty bits for his 
 ' Father's decayed appetite. It is ſaid indeed,“ 
The Elder ſpall ſerve the Younger. But this 


EE, muſt 


1 

muſt be underſtood of the pagettty & the 
two Sons. Eſau did i in his Deſcendants, but 
did not perſonally, ſerve his Brother. Eſau 
in his life-time was never ſubject to Jacob. 
When Jacob returned from Padan-Aram, 
only as a rich Shepherd, or great Houſe- 
holder; Eſau was a Sovereign Prince, and 
came out to meet his Brother with a troop.” 
of four hundred men. And with theſe, 
humanly ſpeaking, he could have cruſhed: 
Jacob in a moment. And Jacob made him. 
_ coſtly preſents, calling him Lord, and bow- 
ed himſelf ſeven times to the ground on ap- 
proaching him, like a vaſſal at the feet of 
his Chief. Eſau and his Sons were Princes, 
or Dukes i in Edom, while Jacob and his De- 
- ſcendants were only Sojourners in the Land 
of Canaan, afterwards, Slaves in Egypt four 
hundred and thirty years, and. then poor 
afflicted wanderers forty years in the Wilder- 
neſs of Arabia. So that the Bleſſing of Ja- 

cob was the reverſion of Canaan only, after 
= term of near five hundred years. — Indeed 
4 thouſand y years are with God as one day, who 
FFV 
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calleth 0. thing that be not, as « thug 1 
8 were. 


| Abtoogie it is faid, the Ell r ral Pr the | 
1 as it is written, or as it is otherwiſe 
expreſſed, to the ſame purpoſe, in the firſt of 
Malachi, Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I 


hated; yet theſe words are applicable only to- 
Rebecca in the firſt inſtance, who ſhewed fo 
much partiality & difference between her Sons, 
that ſhe might be ſaid to doat on Jacob, and 


hate Eſau. For this was not written, or ſpoken . 


by God in Geneſis, at the time of the Birth, 


or during the lives of the two Brothers. 
This was ſpoken by the Prophet Malachi, 
in his firſt Chapter, fifteen hundred years 


after. Although it be ſaid the Elder ſhall ſerve 


the Younger, yet both were to be the Heads of 
two conſiderable people. Tws nations are in 
thy womb, ſays the Oracle of God to Rebecca; 
and two manner of People ſhall be ſevarated from 


thy bowels.4+ Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning. f God does not chuſe from 
07 or Taprice, but he choſe the houſe of 


r 
+ Gen, XXV.— TAY Acts. 


% 3 

Jacob, as fore - knowing it would better anſwer 
the ends of his Providence. But this Pre- elec- 
tion, or predilection of Jacob, was not for 


any perſonal fault of Eſau. For, as St. Paul 


faith,“ When Rebecca had conceived by one, 


even by our Father Iſaac, it was ſaid, the Elder 


ſhall ſerve the Younger. But this could not 


be for any perſonal fin of Eſau, or ſuperior 


acts of virtue in Jacob. For the children 


not being yet born, nor having done any 
good or evil, could not then have given 
ground for ſuch preference. But this ſhews, 
that the election of one to be a choſen ſeed 
before the other, was a matter of abſolute 
choice, that the purpoſe of God, according to 
election, might ſtand, not of works, but of 


the F ree- will of him chat calleth.” 3 


God by his prophet Malachi is 3 with 
his people, telling them what peculiar kind- 

neſcs he had ſhewed them; and how ungrateful- 
ly 2 had returned i it. I have loved you, faith 

| the 


* IX. Romans. | 


— CAA a Gt tt AI SA ON — = — — _ . 
- — — — 2 0 — 


— 


= = — — — — 


1— 
— —— —ꝛ— 


o 
— 
— . ene 
— — — — 
” 


= — —— — 0b 
__ — wow - — — — —— 
. 4 — 8 
7 


— 


— — 
— 


N 


: the Howl. W wa haſt ohh bid Us, 8 "MY 
Iſrael. The Lord anſwers; was not Eſau 
Facob's Brother? Equally. related to their 
8 grand Father Abraham, to whom the pro- 
miſe was made? Lawfully begotten of the 


ſame Father and Mother, Iſaac and Rebecca? 5 
And had he not naturally equal pretenſions 


with Jacob to my. Bleſſing? Nay, had he 
not a prior and ſuperior claim, by being the 


eldeſt? Vet Jacob have I loved, and Eſau 


have I hated. That is, Jacob! 8 family have 
1 choſen, and you his Deſcendants to be my 
favourite people, in preference to thoſe of 
8 Eſau. God is ſuppoſed here to hate Ejau, | 
only comparatively ſpeaking, as loving him 


much leſs than Jacob, | as conferring all 


the advantages of primogeniture, and the 
bleſſing on the younger, and as making the 
elder to ſerve the younger. For really, or 


incomparatively ſpeaking, God did not hate 


Jacob. The Author to the Hebrews fays,® 


; bs faith Iſaac been both Efau and Jacob 5 
e concerning | 


0 Chap. XI. 
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ſing of Iſaac was the bleſſing of God. Eſau * 
then was bleſſed of God. And ſo far from 1 
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hating Eſau or his Deſcendants, the Lord | 
proſpered them, in the land of Edomy adm | = 
drove out, or ſubjugated the Ha the 1» 
ancient inhabitants, and deſcendants of Seir. 1 
And when the children of Iſrael were ad. ' | 
vancing towards Canaan, and conquering all | v 
before them, and were arrived at Mount | 
Seir, the Lord commanded them not to . 
meddle with their Brethren, the Children of — 
| Eſau, which dwelt in Seir : For I will not | 9 
give you of their land, no, not ſo nuch a ? | 


foot-breadth ; becauſe I have given Mount Sier 
to Eſau for a poſſeſſion.* Eſau have ¶ hated, but = 
Jacob have I loved, only means then that the if | 

elderſhould be leſs reſpected than the younger. 


For Efau and his Deſcendants were really j 
| proſpered, and bleſſed by God, as we have ” 
| e ſeen, though in a much leſs degree 1 | 


than 


Exodus II. . 
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wy 18 - id indeed: in xii "TORR Was 
Augench, beft there be any Fornicator or pro- 
far perſon, at Eſau, who for one mor ſel of 
meat ſold' his Birth-rights.* But this is not 
calling: Eſau either a Fornicator, or a Pro- 
fane perſon. Eſau is only mentioned here 
n to enforce, and teach us ſpi- 
63 77% te $i ky TSS e _ 


% M- > 9 be taken in an idolatrous ae as 

Ds 8 is and Fornicator and Profane Perſon mean Ido 
later, and Heathen, or Infidel; Eſau was none of theſe. 
He muſt firmly have believed, in the Promiſe of the Blefling . 

made by God to his Fathers; otherwiſe he would not have 

been bo earneft to have n it nor ſo much FRAY for | 

the loſs: of it. | 


The 1 John viii: Me are not born of 
Farnication, we are not Idolaters; We have one Father, 
l even. God. 4 Baftard ſhall not enter into the Congregation 
of the Lord. Deut. xxiii. A Baſtard was bebælos, 
3 Profane Perſon. | FS „ 

„ —Procul, O, procul eſte Profani. 


4 


| 1 n by natural or | temporal. As 
Eſau very indiſcreetiy ſold his Birth - right, | 

the ſucceſſion to his F ather fot a trifle, for a 
' momentary relief of appetite ; ſo Chriſtians 
| ſhould learn from his example, not to fell or 
forfeit their Birth-right to an inheritance of 
their Heavenly Father, for the ſake of any 

trifling gratification of their preſent appetites 
or paſſions. Eſau's felling his Birth<right 


woas an act of extremity, not of choice; an 


act of folly, not of ſin. He ſold it, not as 
deſpiſing it, but becauſe he thought he was 
dying, and ſhould not live to enjoy it. He 


ſold it in a moment of impatience, when his 
ſpirits were ſinking, when a man is ready to 


cry out, I would give any thing, I would give 


the world for a morſe! or a draught. In this 


tranſaction, the fale of the Birth-right, I 
think, we may rather blame Jacob than Eſau. 
| Ought not a good Brother immediately have 
given to a Twin-brother, juſt returned from 
the field, where he had been hunting for 
| Proviſions for the Family, exhauſted with 
hunger and fatigue, melting with heat, and 

rey to periſh for want of ſome immediate 
| refreſhment ; 8 


5 nf Wo 


— . — CCCOTCIIFEs, 


4%) 


035 refreſhment ; SP, not a pop Brotheri m- 
- mediately have offered him any thing in his 
5 power? Should Jacob, in ſuch a ſituation, i 
have made any delays, have dodged with a 
ä hungry belly, have inſiſted on unreaſonable. 


grants and conceſſions from a fainting Bro- 


ther, before he would let him have a morſel 
to ſtrengthen him, or a cordial to comfort 
him? Should Jacob have tantaliſed him with 
the ready prepared meſs before his eyes, and 
then taken advantage of his neceſſity, and 
not ſuffered him to have a taſte of it, till he 
had formally ſold him his N and 
confirmed ow fale PR oath ? 


"Valuable a as bb appears to TY in all the | 


future acts of his life, his behaviour in the 
caſe before us ſcems cruel and unnatural. 
Eſau was very ſenſible of the value of the 0 
Birth- right, and afterwards called his Bro- 
ther a Supplanter, for having, as he thought, 
1 tricked him out of it. Neither can Eſau 
with any juſtice be called a Vornicator. He 
took f indeed two > Canaanites to his bed, but 


ö 87 


- he 


* 1 5 
. . 9 * 
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he took G in the lawful * of mi 5 
times. And did not Judah, the head of the 
moſt favourite tribe, the tribe that Chriſt 
| deſcended from, did not Judah marry a/ Ca- 
naanite? And Efau, when he found this al- 
liance was diſagreable to his Parents, took 
to wife Mahalath, the daughter of Iſhmael, 
of the line of Abraham. * Looking: diligently, 
left: there be any Fornicator, or profane Perſon, 
28 Eſau, implies not, that Eſau was ſuch, 
but only means, as may be ſhewn, or as may 
be exemplified by Eſau, who for one morſel of 
meat fold his. Birth-right. This, as I ſaid 
before, is not calling Eſau either a fornica-. 
tor, or a profane perſon Eſau is only men- 
tioned here as an example, to enforce, and 
teach us ſpiritual things by temporal. The 
words Pornos and Bebæli: Fornicator ort 
Profane, are applied by the Apoſtle, not to 
 Efau, but to the fornicating, profane, cor- 


rupt, ungodly Chriſtian. As Eſau very in- 


diſcreetly for a momentary relief of appetite 
ſold his Birth-right; ſo Chriſtians ſhould 
learn from his example, not. to ſell or forfeit 
bo H Ny their | 


* Gen, xxviii. 


1 "lp Birth-ri at to an f FO of their 


: Heavenly. Father, fob the ſake of any pre- 8 
ſent Sratifications of their ungodly: luſts or 


appetites. For ye: know how that er - | 


when: he would have. inherited the. Bleſing, be 4 
dea rejeted,” Fe or be. found 1 no place of. repent- | 
ance, though be: fought it carefully. with tears! 
It is very true, when he would have inherit- 
dd the Blefling, he was rejected; but by whom 
was he rejected? Not by God, as a reprobate, 
abandoned ſinner, unworthy of mercy and for- 
Siveneſs, whoſe repentance came too late, but 
he was rejected by his own Father Iſaac. With 
him he found no place of repentance. Eſau 
could not prevail on Iſaac his Father to re- 
pent, or change the Bleſſing he had pro- 
nounced opon Jacob, though he ſought „ 
carefully with tears, though he urged his 
Father with all the moving arguments of in- 
treaty, of remonſtrance, of grief, pity, and 
lamentation. I have bleſſed him; yea, and be 
- dl be er 45 faith fac my, e 5 


n wes not at all appear by this then, 4 : 
_ Efau ; 


4 


9 Elan Was reprobated by God, „ 282 mies 
by br. profane perſon, or that. all his cries and 
tears and repentance were ineffectual as to 
God's mercy, or his o.] future Salvation. 

A reverſal of the great Bleſſing was what he 


ſought. And in this Iſaac rejected him. 


The law was a ſhadow of good things to 


come. * Tranſactions in the Old Teſtament 
adumbrate thoſe of the New: And the Apoſ- ; 


te makes uſe of the caſe of Eſau only as a 
moral, or leſſon of inſtruction to Chriſtians. 


As Eſau with all his cries and tears could 


_ find no place of repentance, could not move 
his earthly Father Ifaac, to reverſe the Bleſ- 
ſing, or change his doom; ſo means the 

Apoſtle to teach us, that Chriſtians my. 
poſſibly fall into ſuch damnable fins, into 
| ſuch a reprobate ſtate of wickedneſs and cor- 
ruption, as to find no room for repentance, 
no change of doom with their Heavenly Fa- 
ther: That it will be in vain to knock, when 
the door is ſhut; too late to cry for mercy, 
when it is the time of nn 
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H g made this apology fie Efau, it 
may be neceſſary, perhaps, that I ſhould 
make ſome apology for myſelf, for having ſo 
* detained, * I wiſh I could lay > entertain ; 
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| „ The Preacher was one hour and fifty minutes 9 Ty 
Delivery of the Sermon. For this he may plead a Prece- 
dent in a Venerable Relation, John Alcock, Biſhop of Ely, 
Founder of Jeſus. College in Cambridge, and Lord High 
Chancellor of England in the Time of tfenry VII; Qui 
bonum et blandum Sermonem præduavit in Eccleſia Beatæ 
Mari” Cantabrig ; ; Qui incepit in hora prima poſt Meri- 
diem, et duravit in horam tertiam, et ultra: Who preached 
a good and loving Sermon at St. Mary's, in Cambridge, 
which began at one of the Clock in the Afternoon, and con- 
tinued until three o'Clock, and Hate See Warton on 
ancient Engliſh Poets. F os oa et 
r 3J˙˖ . 333 
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$ The Pan of the E arth, and the Dew f 3 fron. 
: ales” and conſequent plenty of Corn and Wi ine, are de- 
ſcriptive of the fertile Land of Canaan, as was before men- 


tioned; and had already been given to Jacob. I would 


| PRE: the negative Lo, not, to have preceded 

jijeh in the original Text, and by ſome miſtake 

to have been left out by Tranſcribers. Thy Dwelling ſhall 

Ml mathe of the Fatneſs of the Earth. Thou ſhalt not live by plenty 


bably ſome ma uſcripts may confirm this conjecture; or if 
this conjecture be too bold, for we ought to be cautious of 


'" admitting conjectural criticiſms, and no manuſcripts can be, 

found to juſtify i it; then I fay, by an Ellipſis not uncommon 

in Hebrew, another mem in its negative Senſe may be un- 

derſtood to be prefixed to | miſhmane, which is 
all 


| alſo not uncommon, eſpecially when the next Subſtantive 
| connected with it has the mem prefixed, as it hath here. 
And then the ſenſe will be, Thy Dwelling ſhall be offs from,” 
= removed youu, or be in want of the Tay? of the Earth, and 
the Dew of Heaven from above. If we \ pps ſ- the Sub- 


kante bere to be - Shemen, Fatneſs the Negative | 


of Corn and Wine. But by thy Sword ſhalt thou live. Pro- 
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a 
mem is then esel. as in CIX Plalm, 2h 2 emacia- 


rug, 5 is Ayied up, Le. a Pingueding for want 
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In an e PAY Hebrew Plalter, publiſhed | 


12 by Ant. Hulſe, Profeſſor of Hebrew, at Breda, 1650, the 


Editor remarks, that there is a double uſe, or contrary 
Senſe of the prefix mem in the 23d verſe of this CIX 
Palm. My knees are weak. mitzom pre jejunio, ob nimeum 
| Jejunouns, chrougli too much faſting. And on the contrary, 
muy hel is dried up, miſhmen, nan proc pinguedine, vel b 
| nimium pinguedinem, bee enim abſurdum fs c, fed a piu. 
ticiſms be admitted, my apology for Eſaurwill not be weaken- 
end, but rather ſtrengthened, as our preſent Tranſiation 
makes Eſau, not reprobated, but very highly bleſſed by his 


dine, a defoftu pinguadinis. However, if none of theſe cri- 
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2 Togo, 4; , | Lite: 3 5 ies and. 


| Dh 3.— 4 from 3 for Heamabic read blamable, 


. * —— 1, note, for mean, read main. 


„ 3, ſame note, for Petræ, read Petrea. oY, 
Pa et 755 I 16, for Hgnifying, read ſigdifies and the third 


; 19, — — — 1H Volante, read Volente. 
21, — 14, for difingenous, read difingenuous. 
r — 2, note, for his, read thy. 
+ 37s —— 6 from the bottom, inert and after . 


line before like. D 


115 read nimiam for nimiam,  eflet, for eſs et. 


In the next line 7 251 10 860 f pinguadinis, 
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| „5 line from the bottom, f. Erythras, 5 ae | 


7 and in the laſt line inſert ſome before time. 
B 40, io - 5s dele ſaying, and inert ſaying i in the bene: 


62, — 95 note, for jejunoum, read; jejunium. Line 
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